
Rattlesnake Gulch Trail Q&A 
 
What happened? 
During the 2013 flood, this gully was 
devastated by water and mud slides. 
The ground in this immediate area is 
mostly tailings from a nearby 
aqueduct – the soil washed away 
quickly and posed serious challenges 
for rebuilding. 
 
Why did it take more than a 
year to reopen? 
In the winter of 2013-2014, after 
consulting with engineers, insurance 
adjusters, and trail designers, a 
decision was made to install a bridge 
over this gully. In late September 
2014, after extensive project delays, 
Eldorado Canyon State Park staff decided to build these stairs and reopen the trail.  
 
Why wide, wooden stairs? 
This slope is very steep, unstable soil that is still settling after the flood damage. There was 
no effective, durable way to “reconnect” the old trail. Pressure treated timber stairs 
offered a way to build a lasting structure, and they were designed to be wide enough to 
accommodate a large volume of hikers. The materials were hauled and the stairs were built 
in less than two weeks. 
 
Why rebuild right here? Why not do a reroute? 
By building in this location, the trail remains close enough to the old trail to avoid the 
biological and historical surveys that precede any new trail work. Additionally, there are a 
number of other landholders in the immediate area – rerouting the trail just a hundred feet 
to the south would have required years of negotiations and red tape. 
 
What’s that stuff on either side of the stairs? 
The slopes on either side of the stairs were treated with erosion mat and a native seed mix. 
It will help stabilize the hillside. 
 
What next? 

• A handrail may be installed for snow and ice safety. 
• There will be some minor rerouting on the East side of the gully. 
• The bridge may be completed in 2015, and this trail will remain as an alternate route. 
• Every effort will be made to keep the trail open during bridge construction. 

 
The entire staff of Eldorado Canyon State Park thanks you for your patience 
during this process. 


